Missouri Valley Christian School  
 
 
 

Hello,   
Thank you for your interest in Missouri Valley Christian School. We hope you will find the enclosed information helpful. Your interest in providing your child with an academically challenging curriculum grounded in the Bible and God’s truth is appreciated.   
Tuesday, September 6th, 2022 began our 9th year of Christian education at MVCS. God provided a new building in September of 2017 at 301 Eagle Ave., Chamberlain. Calvary Baptist Church has graciously built a 4800 square foot building for us to hold classes in. We have a 4-day week, Monday through Thursday from 8:20am to 4:00pm. Pre-Kindergarten is from 8:20am – 11:50am. Advantages of this schedule include: reduced transportation cost, utility savings, and flexibility for family time. Planning appointments for Fridays will also increase student attendance during the week.   
Students are responsible for bringing their sack lunches Monday through Thursday each week. Hot lunches are often served on Thursdays.    
We will offer classes in Pre-Kindergarten through 5th grade the 2023-2024 school year.  Enrollment is limited to 12-15 students per teacher. Research proves that your child’s education will flourish with smaller groups.    
Our lower elementary classroom and Music teacher is Mrs. Layne Timmerman. Prior to teaching at MVCS for 9 years, Layne taught First Grade for 6 years at Chamberlain Elementary School. Layne believes that God has called her to teach in a Christian environment. To maximize her instructional time with each grade level, Mrs. Timmerman relies on classroom assistant volunteers from attending families to assist students. Volunteers help with reading, memorization, flash cards, seat work and additional skills as directed by Mrs. Timmerman.  
Mrs. Jessica Nelson instructs the upper elementary, and Physical Education. This will be her 8th year at MVCS.  She feels God has led her to teaching in a Christian school as a part of His plan for her life. Mrs. Nelson also has classroom assistants under her direction to help with reading, memorization, flash cards, and seat work.   
Mrs. Erica Peterson is our 2nd – 5th grade Art instructor. She graciously volunteers her talents each Monday afternoon. 
Mrs. Judy Swanson joined our staff last year as an experienced educator in elementary education. She instructs Kindergarten and 2nd grades in Reading, Science, Health, Social Studies and Art. She will also have a classroom assistant to assist her as she directs each afternoon. 
Also joining our team this year was Mrs. Doris Dominiack as our Pre-Kindergarten instructor. Doris brings over 30 years of child care and preschool expertise to our Pre-Kindergarten program.    
All of our teachers and classroom assistant volunteers seek to serve God as they follow His call to teach at MVCS.  We currently have 7 volunteers that assist throughout the week with seat work, recess, art and supporting teachers as needed.   
We use ABeka Christian curriculum. We have enclosed the subject area outline, which explains the purpose and goals of this excellent program. ABeka is challenging, academically proven, and follows a traditional Christian philosophy. A drawing point of ABeka is that it maintains academic excellence without succumbing to Common Core mandates. Common Core maintains the appearance of high standards, but it fails in the areas of developmental/age appropriateness.  
Enclosed is our Statement of Faith, Mission Statement, Purpose, ABeka subject area outline, Philosophy, and a Family Application Form.  We would like you to read them and determine if they align with your values and goals for your children. These common principles are fundamental in sustaining a strong Christian educational system.   
If after reviewing the enclosed information you would like to apply for admission to Missouri Valley Christian School, please complete and sign the family application form and return it to Leanne Larson 25064 SD Hwy 50, Pukwana, SD 57370. The MVCS board will then review the application and contact you.   
Thank you for your interest in Missouri Valley Christian School. If you would like to visit MVCS, or have any questions, including tuition rates, please feel free to call Leanne at 605- 894-4250, and she will be glad to visit with you about the school.  
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Statement of Faith

1. We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as
verbally inspired by God (I Tim. 3:16-17 and II Peter 1:19-21) and inerrant
in the original writings, and that they are of supreme and final
authority in faith and life (Deut. 8:3 and Matt. 5:18).

2 We believe in one God (Deut. 6:4), eternally existing in three persons—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:18-19)

3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit and born
of the virgin Mary (Matt. 1:16-23), and is true God and true man (John
1:14).

4. We believe that man was created in the image of God (Gen. 1:26-28);
that man sinned and thereby incurred, not only physical death, but
also that spiritual death which is separation from God (Gen. 3), and
that all human beings are born with a sinful nature and are sinners in
thought, word, and deed (Rom. 5:12-19).

5, We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins, according to
the Scriptures (1 Cor. 15:3-4) as a representative and substitutionary
sacrifice (Rom. 5:8, 18); and all that believe in Him are justified on the
ground of His shed blood (Rom. 4:24-25).

6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body of our Lord (I Cor.
15:3-8), in His ascension into heaven (Acts 1:9), where He sits at the right
hand of the Father and serves as High Priest and Advocate (Acts 2:33;
Heb. 4:14-16).

7. We believe in the personal and imminent return of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ (Titus 2:13, I Thess. 4:13-18).

8. We believe that all who repent of their sins and receive Jesus Christ as
their Lord and Savior are saved. This salvation is a gift through faith
alone and not by works of righteousness. We become children of God
as the Holy Spirit dwells within us (Titus 3:5 and Rom. 8:14-16).

9 We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust, the
everlasting blessedness of the saved, and the everlasting, conscious
suffering of the lost (Rev. 20:4-21).
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Mission Statement

The mission of Missouri Valley Christian School is to join with family
and church to disciple and educate students on the Biblical
foundations, and to assist them in refining a personal and dynamic
relationship with Jesus Christ as they grow spiritually, academically,
socially, emotionally and physically.

Missouri Valley Christian School
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Purpose

The Articles of Incorporation for Missouri Valley Christian School, made and
entered into on April 2, 2014, provides the following as the purpose of the
school:

The purpose for which this corporation is formed is to conduct and
maintain an elementary school and any other educational institutions
which may be deemed necessary for the general education of youth in
he essentials of culture and in the arts and sciences, giving emphasis to
he Christian doctrines and the ethics revealed in the Holy Scriptures;
combating all atheistic, agnostic, humanistic, pagan, and so-called
scientific adulterations of the Gospel; unqualified affirming and teaching
he Inspiration of the Bible ( both the Old and New Testaments); the virgin
birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ; His identification as the Son of
God; His vicarious atonement for the sins of mankind by the shedding of
His blood on the cross; the resurrection of His body from the tomb; His
power to save man from sin; the new birth through the regeneration by
he Holy Spirit; and the gift of eternal life by the grace of God through
aith in Jesus Christ.

These articles of Incorporation, including the Statement of Faith, Mission
Statement, and Philosophy shall never be amended, modified, altered or
changed as to the provisions set forth herein as regards to the statement
of purpose.

Missouri Valley Christian School has been founded for the unmistakable
purpose of providing quality academic instruction without compromising
God's Truth. We therefore will not accept any state or federal monies. We
will rely solely on God's provision through families and supporters of
Missouri Valley Christian School.
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Philosophy

Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old, he will not depart from it. —
Proverbs 22:6. A child is created in the image of God, but he also.has inherited man'’s sinful
nature. Therefore, to become the person God intends him to be, he must accept Jesus
Christ as his Lord and Savior, and he must be trained and nurtured in the Light and the
Truth, which is the Word of God. Impelled by this premise, Missouri Valley Christian School
was founded under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, is God-glorifying and is an extension of the
Christian home. Dedicated to biblical truth, the school provides students with the
opportunity for a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, academic excellence, and
guided growth in physical, mental, spiritual and social development. Quality Christian
education is achieved when parents, students, teachers, administrators, staff and board
members firmly support the school in every aspect and maintain open communication
with one another. The following specifics are essential:

e Parents are responsible for their child's education and spiritual growth.

e Teachers must redlize a calling for teaching and be spiritually and academically
qualified.

e Students must have a desire to: learn and to grow mighty in spirit, to strive for
excellence in studies and activities, be respectful of others and to serve the school,
church and the community in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

e Board members are mature Christians with a vision of Christian education and must
possess strong leadership abilities.

General Admissions Policies

Missouri Valley Christian School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender,
age*, or national origin. Due to high demand for placement and high re-enrollment rates
at MVCS, students may be placed on a waiting list. Placement of students on the waiting
list and based on the date of the application and sibling enroliment status. Placement on
the waiting list does not constitute acceptance.

*A child must be 5 by September 1st to enroll in Kindergarten.
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We believe Missouri Valley Christian School exists to assist parents with their
responsibility to raise their children in the nurture and the admonition of
the Lord by integrating God's truth in all areas of life.

Mission Statement

The mission of Missouri Valley Christian School is to join with family
and church to disciple and educate students on the Biblical
foundations, and to assist them in refining a personal and dynamic
relationship with Jesus Christ as they grow spiritually, academically,
socially, emotionally and physically.
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A Beka Subject Area Outline

Reading
A Phonics-based approach to learning to read

Because children become what they read, they need character-building reading materials from
the very beginning. A Beka Book employs Phonics as the most logical, orderly way to introduce
reading to children. Beautifully illustrated and imaginatively written, A Beka Book readers are
the finest available anywhere. Stories are carefully selected for interest, readability, theme,
and values, with questions throughout to guide students in comprehension of reading material
and in application of valuable principles to their lives.

History
A realistic view of time, government, geography, and economics based on eternal truths

Ever since H. G. Wells published his Outline of History in 1920, the theme of world history
texts has been man's supposed progress from savagery toward socialism, from tribal religions
toward one-world government. American history is usually presented as a series of conflicts—
rich vs. poor, black vs. white, North vs. South, labor vs. management, male vs. female, etc.

A Beka Book history texts reject the Marxist/Hegelian conflict theory of history in favor of a
truthful portrayal of peoples, lands, religions, ideals, heroes, triumphs, and setbacks. The
result is positive, uplifting history texts that give students an historical perspective and instill
within them an intelligent pride for their own country and a desire to help it back to its
traditional values.

We present government as ordained by God for the maintenance of law and order, not as a
cure-all for humanity's problems. We present free-enterprise economics without apology and
point out the dangers of Communism, socialism, and liberalism to the well-being of people
across the globe. In short, A Beka Book offers a traditional, conservative approach to the study
of what man has done with the time he has been given.

Mathematics

The study of logic and order to apply to science and daily life

Unlike the "modern math" theorists, who believe that mathematics is a creation of man and
thus arbitrary and relative, A Beka Book teaches that the laws of mathematics are a creation of
God and thus absolute. Man's task is to search out and make use of the laws of the universe,
both scientific and mathematical.

A Beka Book provides attractive, legible, and workable traditional mathematics texts that are
not burdened with modern theories such as set theory. These books have been field-tested,
revised, and used successfully for many years, making them classics with up-to-date appeal.
Besides training students in the basic skills needed for life, A Beka Book traditional
mathematics books teach students to believe in absolutes, to work diligently for right answers,
and to see mathematical facts as part of the truth and order built into the real universe.
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Science/Health
The investigation of variety, order, and reasonableness revealed in creation

While secular science textbooks present modern science as the opposite of faith, the A Beka
Book science texts teach that modern science is the product of Western man's return to the
Scriptures after the Protestant Reformation, leading to his desire to understand and subdue the
earth, which he saw as the orderly, law-abiding creation of the God of the Bible.

The A Beka Book Science and Health Program presents the universe as the direct creation of
God and refutes the man-made idea of evolution. Further, the books present God as the Great
Designer and Lawgiver, without Whom the evident design and laws of nature would be
inexplicable. They give a solid foundation in all areas of science—a foundation firmly anchored
to Scriptural truth. Teachability is assured through accurate, interesting writing, carefully
planned demonstrations that can be performed with a minimum of equipment, chapter terms
and questions, full-color illustrations, consideration of the interests and comprehension skills of
students at each grade level, and detailed Curriculum/Lesson Plans.

English

The study of language and communication in a structured, reasonable, and well-articulated
manner.

Thought and language are foundational to acquiring and transmitting knowledge. Therefore,
the teaching of grammar, spelling, vocabulary, composition, and literature in education is of
particular importance.

Modern linguists have sought in vain for a credible explanation for the origin of language.
Having accepted evolutionary philosophy, they embrace relativism and reject any discussion of
language being governed by rules or claims that some expressions are better than others. This
explains many English programs today, but it is easy to see in language a structure which
reflects logic, reasonableness, and orderliness.

This is why A Beka Book grammar books emphasize structure, rules, analysis, and the kind of
practice that aims at mastery. This is why we place an importance on correct spelling and the
continual enlargement of each student's vocabulary. This is why we aspire to provide students
with examples of the very best literature of the ages, and this is why we emphasize the
continual improvement of writing abilities.
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Family Application for Admission
Missouri Valley Christian School

Parent/Guardian Information

Father: Last Name First MI

Street Address: City. State Zip

Home Phone: Cell Phone: Work Phone:

Email: Preferred Method of Contact: CJEmail OText Msg OPhone
Occupation: Employer

Marital Status: (JMarried OWidowed (IDivorced (Separated (JSingle Parent (J Remarried

Please tell us about your relationship with Jesus Christ.

Mother: Last Name First Mi

Street Address: City State Zip,

Home Phone: Cell Phone: Work Phone:

Email: Preferred Method of Contact: [JEmail OText Msg (JPhone
Occupation: Employer

Marital Status: [OMarried (OWidowed (ODivorced (JSeparated (ISingle Parent (1 Remarried

Please tell us about your relationship with Jesus Christ.

*If custody rights and/or custody arrangements are in place for your family, please provide all legal documentation to

the school. We are required by law to adhere to the stipulations mandated by the presiding court and judge.
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Child/Children

Name Birthdate Age Current Grade

Have any of your children been recommended for OR received any special education services (Speech, IEP,
etc.) Yes No *Please attach description of any current special services recommended or
received including speech, special education.

*Please attach most current report card, a portfolio of work or most current assessment for each student
applying.

Home and Family

Why do you want your child(ren) to attend Missouri Valley Christian School?

Do you attend church and if so which one?

If your family does not currently have a church home, please state why.

Please indicate your family level of participation in the following:

Prayer at mealtimes Yes____ No___ Bible Reading Yes____ No

Family Devotions Yes _____ No Member of Church Yes_ No__

Church Attendance Yes_____ No Church Board/Committee Yes__ No____

Attend addit’l Church services/Bible Studies Yes_____ No ‘

With my signature below, | certify that | have answered the above questions honestly and completely. | have
read and accept the Statement of Faith, Mission Statement and the philosophy of MVCS. |

Father Signature Date

Mother Signature Date
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Child/Children

Name Birthdate Age Current Grade

Have any of your children been recommended for OR received any special education services (Speech, IEP,
etc.) Yes No *Please attach description of any current special services recommended or
received including speech, special education.

*Please attach most current report card, a portfolio of work or most current assessment for each student
applying.

Home and Family

Why do you want your child(ren) to attend Missouri Valley Christian School?

Do you attend church and if so which one?

If your family does not currently have a church home, please state why.

Please indicate your family level of participation in the following:

Prayer at mealtimes Yes____ No___ Bible Reading Yes____ No

Family Devotions Yes _____ No Member of Church Yes_ No__

Church Attendance Yes_____ No Church Board/Committee Yes__ No____

Attend addit’l Church services/Bible Studies Yes_____ No ‘

With my signature below, | certify that | have answered the above questions honestly and completely. | have
read and accept the Statement of Faith, Mission Statement and the philosophy of MVCS. |

Father Signature Date

Mother Signature Date
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